The microbiology of chronic inflammatory arthritis: an historical review.
Tissues from patients with RA have always been subject to close microbiological scrutiny in attempts to determine the pathogenesis of joint inflammation. This paper presents an historical review of micro-organisms isolated from patients with chronic RA dating from the early days of microbiology in the late 19th century until the present day. The relevance of these findings is discussed in the light of current hypotheses concerning the role of infection in the aetiology of RA.